
Meet Tonya Jones
iBme’s Newest Staff Member

Tonya leads Program Strategy, Equity, and Community Engagement at iBme. She has spent the past 17 
years working in the public sector driven by a strong commitment to social justice and equity, collective 
healing and building stronger, compassionate communities. She is very much inspired and energized by 
the passion, thoughtfulness, intelligence and efforts of our youth to create a better world and feel it is our 
rightful duty to provide the support and tools to help them feel safe, capable, valued and celebrated just 
as they are. Tonya is a long-time meditation practitioner and truly believes in the transformative power of 
mindfulness to help heal our communities. She also believes iBme has the ability to play an integral role in 
this mission, starting with our teens and young adults.

Before joining iBme, Tonya was the Los Angeles Director at the Center for Employment Opportunities 
(CEO), a national organization that provides transitional work and permanent job services to the formerly 
incarcerated.  At CEO, she was responsible for overseeing and supporting a diverse staff of 20, along with 
program development and management, community partnerships, fiscal oversight and working 
collaboratively with national fund and business development teams. Additionally, Tonya led two weekly 
meditation groups and taught a four-week mindfulness class series for staff across 30 U.S. offices. Tonya 
also has a background in the arts and humanities and formerly served as an Associate Program Officer at 
California Humanities where she helped develop and manage over 100 statewide and regional humanities 
programs including CA Reads and Literature and Medicine. She also worked with dozens of project 
directors to create public community programs that were funded by the Community Stories grant 
program, in which she was a part of a two-person team who made project funding decisions and provided 
ongoing programmatic support. Tonya is a veteran teaching artist with Inside Out Community Arts/P.S. 
Arts and loves helping youth connect with their unique voices and personal power through the arts.

Tonya is a certified mindfulness facilitator (UCLA Semel Institute for Neuroscience and Human Behavior). 
She is a mentor for UCLA's Intensive Practice Program, teaching assistant for UCLA's Mindfulness and 
Theory course, guest teacher at InsightLA's POC sangha, and has lectured and facilitated at numerous 
educational institutions and organizations. Tonya holds a BA from Howard University, MFA from Columbia 
University, and serves on the UC Irvine Advisory Board for the Customer Experience Certificate Program.

In her spare time, you can find Tonya spending time in nature, reading a never-ending list of books, taking 
long road trips, enjoying athletic pursuits, indulging in solo living room karaoke, and learning Spanish.


